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pleaſure, that there have never been 
any for the Improvement of Religion 
and Morals: Whichbeſidethe Piety of 
the | Deſign from the' Conſequences 


of ſuch a Reformation in a future 


Life, would be the beſt natural 


Means for advancing the Publick 


4 Felicity of the State, as well as 
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7 the-preſent Happyneſs of every In- 
dividual. For, as much as Faith 
and Morality are declined among us, 
1 am altogether confident, they 
might in a ſhort Time, and with 


no very great Trouble be raiſed to 
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it will be granted, that hardly ong 
in a hundred among our People of 
= Quality or Gentry, appears to act | 


by any Principle of Religion; Tha - 
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great Numbers of them do entirely 
diſcard it, and are ready to own 
their Disbelief of all Revelation 
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are to à Degree very hard to be 
imagined greater. Then, it is ob: 
ſerved abroad, that no Race of 
Mortals hath 40 little Senſe of Re- 
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that in the whole Compaſs of their 


Acquaintance, they could not col- 
lect three of their Profeſſion, - who 


ſeemed to regard or believe one 


out the leaſt Reproach from the 


World or themſelves. For inſtance; 
any Man will tell you, he intends to 

be drunk this Evening, or was ſo laſt 
Night, with as little Ceremony or 
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Tame at leaſt may be affirmed of the | 
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about, as in former Times, to hide 
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iew like any other 
common Occurrences of Life, with- 
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be bold to add the Ignorance among 
ſome of the Lower Clergy ; the 
mean ſervile emper of others; 
Demeandr 
everal young 'Stagers in Divinir' 
upon their fuſt producing the . 
e World; with many 
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Advancement of Religion c. 


tue become the Faſhion of the 
if at the ſame time he would make 
them neceſſary — for Fa- 
vour and Preferment. 228 1. 


1 is one Som nd Expe eri- 

ence, that the bare Example of the 

beſt Prince, will not have any mighty 
i Influence where the Age is very-cor- 
4 rupt. For, when was there ever a 
better Prince da the Throne than the 
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L.ove of the People, or any other 
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leer Piety, Charity, Temperance, 
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vective to affirm, that Inläcliy and 
pFPice are not much diminiſhed ſince 
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THUS human 
lie under this Diſadvantage, 1 that the 
tample of a vicious 
trupt an Age, but 
That of a good One yill not be 
ſufficient to reform it, without fur- 
ther Endeavours. Princes muſt chere- 
fore ſupply this Defect by a vigorous 
e of that Authority which the 

a has left them, by making it 
ery Man's Intereſ and: Honour to 
cultivate Religion and Virtue; by 
rendring Vice a Diſgrace, and the 
certain Ruin to'Preferment or Pre- 
$: Allwhich they ſ ould firſt 
leir own Courts and 
For ance; Might not 
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Weekly Attendanee at leaſt, on the 
Service of the Church; to a decent 
Behaviour in it; to receive the Sacra- 5 
ment Four Fires in the Lear; to 
avoid Swearin 95 and irreligious Pro- 
phane Diſcourſe and to the Appeat- 
ance at leaſt, of 71 emperance and 
Chaſtity? Might not the Care of all 
this be committed to the ſtrict In- 
ſpection of proper Perſons? Might 
not thoſe of 5 gher Rank and nearer 
AAcceſs to Her Maj eſty's Perſon; re- 
ccͤeive Her own Commands to the ſame 
= Purpoſe; and be countenanced e 


or diſ- 
* favoured” according as they obey ? 
Might not the Queen lay Her In- 
junctions on the Biſhops, and other 
great Perſons of undoubted Piety, 
to make diligent Enquiry, to give 
t Fler Notice, if any Perſon ahout 
Her ſhould happen to be of Liber- 


n tine Principles or Morals? . 
f not all 'thoſe: who enter upon any 
IC Office in Her Majeſty's Family, be 
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ol all Offices i in his Diſpoſal ; eſpe- 
| cially-if any apparent Tra reffion 

thio? —— or Partiality, would be 
imputed to him for a Miſdemeanor, 
by which he muſt certainly Nei 
. Fayour and Station: And there 
being ſuch great Numbers in Em- 


Ployment, ſcatter d through every 


Town and Counny in this Kingdom; 
if all 'theſe were exemplary in the 
| Conduct of their Lives, Things 
| would ſoon take a 1 e and Re- 
ligion receive a mighty Encourage- 
ment: Nor would the publick Weal 
be lels advanced; ſince, of Nine 
Offices in Ten That are ill executed, 

the Defect is not in C acity or Un- 
derſtanding, but in commonHoneſty. 

I know no loyment for which 
E diſqualifies any Man; and if 
it did, I doubt, the © Objection would 
not be oy pity ebe at 
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_ HAVE often imagined, that 


ſomething parallel to the Office of 


Cenſors antiently in Rome, would be 
of mighty Uſe among us, and could 
be eaſily limited from running into 


any Exorbitancies. The Romans 
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underſtood Liberty at leaſt as well 


as we, were as jealous of ir, and 


upon every Occaſion as bold Aﬀer- 
tors, Yet I do not remember to 
have 1ead any great Complaints of 


the Abuſes in that Office among 


” them ; but many admirable Effects 


of it are lefr upon Record. There 
are ſeveral pernicious Vices frequent 
and notorious among us, that * 
or elude the Puniſhment of any Law 
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Law at all againſt them; ſuch as 
Atheiſm, Drunkenneſs, Fraud, Ava- 
rice, and ſeveral others, which by 
this - Inſtitution wiſely. regulated, 
might be much reformed. | Suppoſe 
for inſtance, that itinerary Com- 
miſſioners were appointed to inſpect 
every where throughout the King- 
dom, into the Conduct (at leaſt ) of 
Men in Office, with reſpect to their 
* Morals and Religion as well as their 
% Abilities; To receive the Com- 
plaints and Informations that ſhould 
be offered againſt them, and make 
their Report here upon Oath, to the 
Court or the Miniſtry, who ſhould 
reward or puniſh accordingly. I a- 
void entring into the Particulars of 
this or any other Scheme, which 
coming from a private Hand, might 
be liable to many Defects, but would 
ſoon be digeſted by the Wiſdom of 
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the Nation: And ſurely, Six thou- 


ſand Pounds a Year would not be ill | 
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what Degree of Reformation is in 
the Power of the Queen, with 
Incer oſition of the 

1 Her Majeſty is without Qu 

i obliged in Conſcience to en 
your by Her Authority, as much as 
She does by Her Practice. 
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eligion were once un- 
the neceſſary Step to 
Fuavour and Preferment; can it be 
imagined that any Man woule d open- 
offend againſt it, who had the 
aſt R egard for his utation or 
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Oceaſion, in order to ſerve an In- 

or gratify a prev 
he roudelt Man will 
| Jumility,= che mordſeſt 
| flatter, the lazyeſt will be ſe 
ous and active; where he is in pur- 
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